
IDEA and ECEA Secondary Transition Services Citations 

§ 300.1 Purposes 
To ensure that all children with disabilities have available to them a free appropriate public education that 
emphasizes special education and related services designed to meet their unique needs and prepare them for 
further education, employment, and independent living. 
 
§ 300.320 Definition of individualized education program 
(b) Transition services. Beginning not later than the first IEP to be in effect when the child turns 16, or 
younger if determined appropriate by the IEP Team, and updated annually, thereafter, 
the IEP must include— 
(1) Appropriate measurable postsecondary goals based upon age appropriate transition assessments 
related to training, education, employment, and, where appropriate, independent living skills; and 
(2) The transition services (including courses of study) needed to assist the child in reaching those goals. 
 
ECEA 4.03 Individualized education programs (Colorado ECEA Rules) 
Exception to 34 CFR § 300.320, the IEP content requirement for transition services begins with the first IEP 
developed when the child is age 15, but no later than the end of 9th grade, or earlier if deemed appropriate 
by the IEP Team, and updated annually, thereafter.  
 
§ 300.43 Transition services. 
(a) Transition services means a coordinated set of activities for a child with a disability that— 
(1) Is designed to be within a results oriented process, that is focused on improving the academic and 
functional achievement of the child with a disability to facilitate the child’s movement from school to post-
school activities, including postsecondary education, vocational education, integrated employment 
(including supported employment), continuing and adult education, adult services, independent living, or 
community participation;  
(2) Is based on the individual child’s needs, taking into account the child’s strengths, preferences, and 
interests; and includes— 
(i) Instruction; 
(ii) Related services; 
(iii) Community experiences; 
(iv) The development of employment and other post-school adult living objectives; and 
(v) If appropriate, acquisition of daily living skills and provision of a functional vocational evaluation. 
(b) Transition services for children with disabilities may be special education, if provided as specially 
designed instruction, or a related service, if required to assist a child with a disability to benefit from special 
education. 
 
§ 300.321 Transition services participants 
The public agency must invite the child with a disability to attend the child’s IEP Team meeting if a purpose 
of the meeting will be the consideration of the postsecondary goals for the child and the transition services 
needed to assist the child in reaching those goals. With the consent of the parents, the public agency must 
invite a representative of any participating agency that is likely to be responsible for providing or paying for 
transition services.  
§ 300.322 Parent participation  
The notice must indicate that a purpose of the meeting will be the consideration of the postsecondary 
goals and transition services  



 

Indicator 13 as defined by the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) used in reported of the State 
Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR): 

Compliance indicator: Secondary transition: Percent of youth with IEPs aged 16 and above (aged 15 and 
above for Colorado reporting) with an IEP that includes appropriate measurable postsecondary goals that 
are annually updated and based upon an age appropriate transition assessment, transition services, 
including courses of study, that will reasonably enable the student to meet those postsecondary goals, and 
annual IEP goals related to the student’s transition services’ needs. There also must be evidence that the 
student was invited to the IEP Team meeting where transition services are to be discussed and evidence 
that, if appropriate, a representative of any participating agency was invited to the IEP Team meeting with 
the prior consent of the parent or student who has reached the age of majority. 




